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Sunshine Coast Elder College, Spring 2024
To the barricades! Revolution in Europe, presented by Keith Maxwell

Select Resources at the Sechelt  and Gibsons Libraries
Books

Black, Jeremy. The Battle of Waterloo. Random House, 
2010  Call #: 940.2742 BLAC (Sechelt Library)

More than a masterly guide to an armed conflict, The 
Battle of Waterloo is a brilliant portrait of the men who 
fought it: Napoleon, the bold emperor who had bullied 
other rulers and worn down his own army with too many 
wars, and the steadfast Duke of Wellington, who used 
superior firepower and a flexible generalship in his march 
to victory.

Blanning, T. C. W (ed.). The Oxford illustrated history 
of modern Europe. Oxford University Press, 1998
Call #: 940.2 OXFO (Sechelt Library)

Written by an international team of leading scholars, The 
Oxford History of Modern Europe traces Europe's 
turbulent history, from the beginnings of the Revolution in 
France to the dawn of two World Wars, to the breakup of 
the Soviet Union, to today's kaleidoscope of nation-states. 
The achievements and failures of key figures from many 
arenas--politics, technology, warfare, religion, and the arts 
among them--are drawn vividly, and social, cultural, and 
economic insights are included alongside the record of 
geopolitical strife.

Cornwell, Bernard. Waterloo : the history of four days, 
three armies and three battles. HarperCollins Canada 
Ltd, 2014.  Call #: 940.2742 CORN (Sechelt Library)

Published to coincide with the battle’s bicentennial in 
2015, Waterloo is a tense and gripping story of heroism 
and tragedy—and of the final battle that determined the 
fate of nineteenth-century Europe.
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Duroselle, Jean-Baptisite. Europe : the history of a 
Continent. Michael Joseph, 2022.  Call #: 940 DURO
(Sechelt Library)

The first one-volume, complete history of Europe, as told 
by Europeans themselves, from Homo Erectus to the Celts, 
to Greek wisdom and Roman grandeur, all of the way to 
the European phenomenon - the Industrial Revolution. 
This is the definitive way to discover the real, modern 
Europe progressively unfolding, because looking back to 
the past reveals more about our future than we ever 
expected, and only by knowing how Europe came to be, 
can we know what really lies ahead. (See Chapters 12-16)

Fenby, Jonathan. France : a modern history from the 
Revolution to the War with Terror. St. Martin's Press, 
2016.  Call  #: 944 FENB

With the defeat of Napoleon Bonaparte at the Battle of 
Waterloo in June 1815, the next two centuries for France 
would be tumultuous. Critically acclaimed historian and 
political commentator Jonathan Fenby provides an expert 
and riveting journey through this period as he recounts and 
analyzes the extraordinary sequence of events of this 
period from the end of the First Revolution through two 
others, a return of Empire, three catastrophic wars with 
Germany, periods of stability and hope interspersed with 
years of uncertainty and high tensions.

Fraser, Antonia. Marie Antoinette : the journey. 
Doubleday, 2001.  Call #: B MARIE ANTOINETTE 
(Sechelt Library)

France’s iconic queen, Marie Antoinette, wrongly accused 
of uttering the infamous "Let them eat cake," was 
alternately revered and reviled during her lifetime. For 
centuries since, she has been the object of debate, 
speculation, and the fascination so often accorded 
illustrious figures in history. Antonia Fraser’s lavish and 
engaging portrait excites compassion and regard for the 
queen, immersing the reader not only in the coming-of-age 
of a graceful woman, but in the culture of an unparalleled 
time and place.
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Gueniffey, Patrice. Bonaparte : 1769-1802. The Belknap 
Press, 2015.  Call #: BIOG BONA (Gibsons Library)

"Patrice Gueniffey is the leading French historian of the 
Revolutionary and Napoleonic age. This book, hailed as a 
masterwork on its publication in France, takes up the epic 
narrative at the heart of this turbulent period: the life of 
Napoleon himself, the man who―in Madame de Staël’s 
words―made the rest of “the human race anonymous.” 
Gueniffey follows Bonaparte from his obscure boyhood in 
Corsica, to his meteoric rise during the Italian and 
Egyptian campaigns of the Revolutionary wars, to his 
proclamation as Consul for Life in 1802.

Hamilton-Williams, D. Waterloo: new perspectives : the 
great battle reappraised. Brockhampton, 1999.
Call #: 940.27 HAMI (Sechelt Library)

Using ten years of research, the author discloses how new 
findings shed new light on the Battle of Waterloo. 
Uncovered are huge cover-ups by British politicians, 
military commanders and regimental authorities, 
misleading publications which have led to gross errors 
being repeated over generations, international conspiracies 
and betrayals, battlefield moves which have never been 
known about before, and the consequent inaccuracy of 
Napoleonic atlases and assessments.

Jones, Colin. The great nation : France from Louis XV 
to Napoleon 1715-99. Columbia University Press, 2002.
Call #: 944.04 JONE (Gibsons Library)

Historian Jones has written an exhaustive account of 18th-
century France, emphasizing political and economic 
history. He paints a portrait of a nation opposed to 
Bourbon absolutism throughout the century, not just at the 
time of the Revolution... On the Revolution, Jones is first-
rate, especially in depicting the bloody factional feuding 
between the Jacobins and Girondins. He finishes his book 
with the Directory and the 1799 coup of Napoleon 
Bonaparte.
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King, D. Vienna, 1814: how the conquerors of Napoleon 
made love, war, and peace at the Congress of Vienna . 
Harmony Books, 2008.  Call #: 940.2714 KING (Sechelt 
Library)

Vienna, 1814 is an evocative and brilliantly researched 
account of the most audacious and extravagant peace 
conference in modern European history. With the feared 
Napoleon Bonaparte presumably defeated and exiled to the 
small island of Elba, heads of some 216 states gathered in 
Vienna to begin piecing together the ruins of his toppled 
empire.

Mansel, Philip. Paris between Empires, 1814-1852. J. 
Murray, c2001.  Call #: 944.3606 MANS (Sechelt 
Library)

Between 1814 and 1852 Paris was a city of power and 
pleasure, a magnet for people of all nationalities that exerted 
an influence far beyond the borders of France. Paris was the 
stage where the great conflicts of the age, between 
nationalism and cosmopolitanism, revolution and royalism, 
socialism and capitalism, atheism and Catholicism, were 
fought out before the audience of Europe...Paris Between 
Empires tells the story of this golden age, from the entry of 
the allies into Paris on 31 March 1814, after the defeat of 
Napoleon I, to the proclamation of another Bonaparte, his 
nephew Louis-Napoleon, as Napoleon III in the Hotel de 
Ville on 2 December 1852.

Nagel, S. Marie-Thérèse, child of terror: the fate of 
Marie Antoinette’s daughter. Bloomsbury : Distributed 
to the trade by Macmillan, 2008. 
Call #: 944.035092 NAGE (Sechelt Library)

Susan Nagel...turns her attention to the life of a remarkable 
woman who both defined and shaped an era, the 
tumultuous last days of the crumbling ancien régime. 
Nagel brings the formidable Marie-Thérèse to life, along 
with the age of revolution and the waning days of the 
aristocracy, in a page-turning biography that will appeal to 
fans of Antonia Fraser's Marie Antoinette and Amanda 
Foreman's Georgiana: Duchess of Devonshire.



                                                        

To the Barricades! Revolution in Europe  / Keith Maxwell Page: 5 of 9

Nicolson, Adam. Seize the fire : heroism, duty, and the 
Battle of Trafalgar. HarperCollins, 2005.  
Call #: 940.2745 (Gibsons Library)

A retelling of the Battle of Trafalgar profiles Horatio 
Nelson as a leader with a fierce sense of honor and duty, in 
an account that examines the ambitions, fears, and 
principles that contributed to the British Mediterranean 
fleet's victory.

Schama, S. Citizens: a chronicle of the French 
Revolution. Knopf ; Vintage Books, 1989. 
Call #: 944.04 SCHA (Sechelt Library)

Award-winning author Simon Schama presents an 
ebullient country, vital and inventive, infatuated with 
novelty and technology–a strikingly fresh view of Louis 
XVI’s France. One of the great landmarks of modern 
history publishing, Citizens: A Chronicle of the French 
Revolution is the most authoritative social, cultural, and 
narrative history of the French Revolution ever produced.

Weller, J. Wellington at Waterloo. Greenhill Books, 
1998.  Call #: 940.2742 WELL (Sechelt Library)

Jac Weller studies every move and countermove of the 
battle, recreating not only the actions and tactics of the two 
great leaders but the epic engagements and clashes 
between the troops themselves that were pivotal for the 
victory or defeat. The author also studies the related battles 
of Quatre Bras and Ligny. He takes the reader with him 
onto the battlefield of Waterloo, a terrain whose features 
are still recognizable today, and which is brought to life for 
the reader by detailed maps and by the author's vivid and 
riveting descriptions of the progress of the fighting.
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Williams, K. Ambition and desire: the dangerous life of 
Josephine Bonaparte. Ballantine Books, 2014.
Call #: B JOSEPHINE (Sechelt Library)

Their love was legendary, their ambition flagrant and 
unashamed. Napoleon and his wife, Josephine, came to 
power during one of the most turbulent periods in the 
history of France. The story of the Corsican soldier's 
incredible rise has been well documented. Now, in this 
spellbinding account, Kate Williams draws back the 
curtain on the woman who beguiled him: her humble 
origins, her exorbitant appetites, and the tragic turn of 
events that led to her undoing.

Zamoyski, A. Napoleon: a life. Basic Books, 2018. 
Call #: B NAPOLEON (Sechelt Library) (Coming 
soon)
The definitive biography of Napoleon, revealing the true 
man behind the legend. The story of Napoleon has been 
written many times. In some versions, he is a military 
genius, in others a war-obsessed tyrant. Here, historian 
Adam Zamoyski cuts through the mythology and explains 
Napoleon against the background of the European 
Enlightenment, and what he was himself seeking to 
achieve. This most famous of men is also the most hidden 
of men, and Zamoyski dives deeper than any previous 
biographer to find him. Beautifully written, Napoleon 
brilliantly sets the man in his European context.
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Magazines

Print Magazines

BBC History Magazine, 2021-2024. (Sechelt Library)
Also available electronically via the Libby App

BBC History Magazine offers fresh insights from leading 
historians into the events that have shaped our world and a 
wealth of news, features and other articles that bring the 
past to life.

Smithsonian Magazine, 2021-2024 (Sechelt & Gibsons)
Also available electronically via the Libby App

Smithsonian Magazine takes you on a journey through 
history, science, world culture and technology with 
breathtaking images from around the world

Electronic Magazines

BBC History Magazine. Available via Library2Go on 
the Libby App

BBC History Magazine offers fresh insights from leading 
historians into the events that have shaped our world and a 
wealth of news, features and other articles that bring the 
past to life.

Military History. Available via Library2Go  on the 
Libby App

Military History is the nation’s oldest and most popular 
war magazine devoted to the history of warfare. Topics 
include naval history, army, infantry and foot soldiers from 
all branches of the military.
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Electronic Magazines

National Geographic History Magazine. Available via 
Library2Go on the Libby App

See how National Geographic History magazine inflames 
and quenches the curiosity of history buffs and informs 
and entertains anyone who appreciates that the truth indeed 
is stranger than fiction.. And that history is not just about 
our forebears. It’s about us. It’s about you.

Smithsonian Magazine. Available via Library2Go on 
the Libby App

Smithsonian Magazine takes you on a journey through 
history, science, world culture and technology with 
breathtaking images from around the world



                                                        

To the Barricades! Revolution in Europe  / Keith Maxwell Page: 9 of 9

Great Courses. Lectures on DVD with guidebook

Bucholz, Robert. Foundations of Western civilization II: a 
history of the modern Western world. Teaching Company, 
2006.  Call#: EDU 909.09821 BUCH (Sechelt Library)
This extraordinary and comprehensive view of history explores 
the ideas, events, and characters that modeled Western 
political, social, religious, intellectual, cultural, scientific, 
technological, and economic history during the tumultuous 
period between the 16th and 20th centuries.

Documentaries on DVD
The French revolution. Liberté, egalité, fraternité, a new 
republic is born in blood. History Channel A & E Television 
Networks, 2005.  Call #: DVD 944.04 FREN  (Sechelt 
Library)

'The French Revolution' is a ... documentary that encapsulates 
this heady (and often headless) period in Western civilization. 
With dramatic reenactments, paintings from the era, and 
revealing accounts from journals and expert historians, 'The 
French Revolution' vividly unfurls in a maelstrom of violence. 
King Louis XVI, Marie Antoinette, Maximilien Robespierre, 
and Napoleon Bonaparte lead a cast of thousands...

Paris: the great saga. MHZ Networks Home Entertainment, 
2017.  Call #: DVD 944.361 PARI (Sechelt Library)

Paris, 5,000 years of history. A story told through the events 
and by the people who shaped its destiny, highlighting a 
unique architectural heritage. Revisit France's historical 
milestones as Paris became its capital city and watch how its 
urbanism developed. The story of the City of Light unfolds as 
never seen before, providing the audience with a genuine 
immersive experience in this fascinating documentary.

For help with any of these resources, please contact Library Reference Staff

Sechelt Public Library Gibsons and District Public Library
Phone: 604-885-3260 Phone: 604-886-2130
Email: info@sechelt.bclibrary.ca Email: gdplinfo@gibsons.bclibrary.ca


