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Restorative Justice – September 16 Class

Nancy Denham – Circle Keeper & Community Justice Forum Facilitator
Ian Cochran – Circle Co-Keeper
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Restorative Justice as a Practice
Justice happens when trust is restored, and relationships are healed…

Restorative questions to ask when someone has been harmed…

1.   What did you think when you realized what had happened?  

2.   What impact has this incident had on you & others?

3.    What has been the hardest thing for you?                           

4.    What do you think needs to happen to make things right?   
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Restorative Justice as a Practice
Justice happens when trust is restored, and relationships are healed…

Restorative questions to ask when things go wrong…

1. What happened?

2. What were you thinking of at the time?

3. What have you thought about since?

4. Who has been affected by what you have done? In what way?

5. What do you think you need to do to make things right?
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A Partnership of Police and Communities

It is basic to policing in a democratic society that the police exercise discretion when
investigating crime. Police are empowered to consider circumstances before making
decisions to lay charges or to proceed in some other way. If this were not true, the pressure
on the courts would be overwhelming.

The RCMP and other police forces across the country and around the world are going through a
transition. Discretion today extends far beyond "should one charge or not?" Discretion means
considering what is in the best interests of everyone responsible for and affected by a criminal event.
Police in Canada undertake such considerations under the umbrella of restorative justice and the
Youth Criminal Justice Act (YCJA).
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A Partnership of Police and Communities

Restorative justice is a philosophy that offers a set of guiding principles. These principles
include the involvement of victims, offenders, and communities; a view of crime as people
hurting people and not just as a breach of statute; and the use of flexible and forward-looking
approaches.

Canada's Youth Criminal Justice Act encourages restorative practices. The Act addresses
widely held concerns that established practices regarding youth justice don't always attend to
the needs of victims, offenders, or communities. There is a presumption in the Act that these
concerns are best satisfied if crime is addressed in the community where it occurred. This
presumption places the onus to a great extent on the police to respond to crime in a
collaborative and creative way. The police are part of the community, and as community
members they must apply their responsibility beyond merely the investigation of crime. Given
the assumption that crime grows from social conditions in the community, the partnership of
police with citizens, other community professionals, and organizations to address conditions
is essential.
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A Partnership of Police and Communities

Restorative justice practices are part of the fabric and culture of many Canadian
communities, including in schools and correctional facilities. With time, and the trust that
flows from consistent success, restorative justice practices may become main stream in all
communities. The established court system may also gain renewed public confidence when
it is reserved for the most serious offences and for the protection of human rights under the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms.

For training, guidance, or assistance with restorative justice practices in British Columbia,
please contact the Restorative Justice Director, E Division, Crime Prevention Services,
at 778-290-4005.
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Thank you

Restorative Justice Program of the 
Sunshine Coast

Nancy Denham: 
Circle Keeper  & Community Justice Forum Facilitator

604-740-6400
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