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ElderCollege’s	Preview	of	the	Written	Arts	Festival	Program		

Spring	2024	-	Book	Presentation	Schedule	
 

MORNING CLASS 10a.m. – 12noon  

Classroom Loca9on – Capilano University Sunshine Coast Campus 

5627 Inlet Ave. Sechelt, BC 

Books are available at both the Sechelt and Gibson’s libraries for loan and 
Talewind Books in Sechelt for purchase at a 10% discount.  For en9tlement to the 
discount be sure to tell the Talewind Book’s staff that you are registered for the 

course. This discount is applicable for those registered for the class and the 
presenters. 

 

 
May & June 
5-Thursdays. 

Mark your 
calendar 

 

 
 

Title 

 
 

Author 

 
 

Presenter 

 
May 09 

 

 
A Medita*on on 
Murder  
 

 
Susan Juby 

 
Alison 

 
May 16 

 

 
The Pain Project 

 
Kara Stanley and Simon 
Paradis 
 

 
Rhian 

 
May 23 

 

 
The Fire S*ll Burns 
  
 

 
Sam George and Jill 
Yonit Goldberg 

 
Rhonda 

 
May 30 

 
Our Crumbling 
Founda*on  
 

 
Gregor Craigie  
 

 
Cindy 
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June 06 

 

 
Unearthing 

 
Kyo Maclear 

 
Ruth 

 

 

Author Biography 

 

May 09 - Susan Juby; A Medita8on on Murder 

Susan Juby was raised in Smithers, BC, and has lived in Toronto, Vancouver, and Nanaimo. Her novels 
have been awarded many prizes and honours. Republic of Dirt won the Leacock Medal for Humour and 
The Woefield Poultry Collec*ve was a Leacock nominee. The Fashion CommiUee was a Horn Book Best 
Book of the Year and The Truth Commission was named a best book of the year by Barnes and Noble, 
the Globe and Mail, and Kirkus, and it was the winner of the Sheila A. Egoff Award for Children’s 
Literature and the Amy Mathers Teen Book Award. Her first book, Alice, I Think, was a na*onal bestseller 
and it was adapted into a TV series on CTV. Rolling Stone called it one of the top forty young adult 
novels. Her memoir about her struggles with teenaged addic*on, Nice Recovery, was a Globe and Mail 
best book of the year. Susan lives on Vancouver Island, where she teaches crea*ve wri*ng at Vancouver 
Island University. For hobbies, she does a lot of walking and freZng. Susan is an unskilled but earnest 
prac**oner of Buddhism and a notably unsuccessful amateur dog trainer. 

 

May 16 - Kara Stanley and Simon Paradis; The Pain Project 

Kara Stanley holds a Master of Fine Arts in Crea*ve Wri*ng from the University of Bri*sh Columbia, and 
her wri*ng has appeared in Fugue, HipMama, and Paste. She lives on the Sunshine Coast in Bri*sh 
Columbia. 

Simon Paradis has been a working musician since he was fi[een years old. A serious fall in 2008 resulted 
in life-altering injuries, but a[er a long rehabilita*on process, he has returned to music again. He lives on 
the Sunshine Coast in Bri*sh Columbia. 

 

May 23 - Sam George and Jill Yonit Goldberg; The Fire S8ll Burns 

Sam George is a Squamish Elder and a survivor of the Canadian Indian Residen*al School system. A 
re*red longshoreman and semi-re*red drug and alcohol counsellor, Sam now works as an educator with 
the Indian Residen*al School Survivors Society and speaks with students and community groups about 
his experiences. 
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Jill Yonit Goldberg is a writer, and a literature and crea*ve wri*ng instructor at Langara College in 
Vancouver, BC, where she teaches the Wri*ng Lives course in which students collaborate with Indian 
Residen*al School survivors who are wri*ng their memoirs. She worked with Sam George to bring his 
story to the page. 

 

 

May 30 - Gregor Craigie; Our Crumbling Founda8on 

Gregor Craigie has been a journalist for more than 25 years at the BBC World Service, CBC Radio, CBS 
Radio and Public Radio Interna*onal. He has hosted On The Island on CBC Radio One in Victoria, BC, 
since 2007. His first book, On Borrowed Time: North America’s Next Big Quake, was a finalist for both the 
Balsillie Prize for Public Policy and the City of Victoria Book Prize, and was a Globe and Mail Top 100 book 
in 2021. His first novel, Radio Jet Lag, was published in 2023. 

 

June 06 - Kyo Maclear; Unearthing 

Kyo Maclear is an essayist, editor, novelist and children’s author. Her books have been translated into 
eighteen languages, published in over twenty-five countries, and garnered nomina*ons from the Hilary 
Weston Writers’ Trust Prize for Nonfic*on, the Governor General’s Literary Awards, the TD Canadian 
Children’s Literature Awards, the Boston Globe-Horn Book Awards, the Amazon.ca First Novel Award, 
and the Na*onal Magazine Awards. Her nonfic*on books include the hybrid memoir Birds Art Life 
(2017), a finalist for the Hilary Weston Writers’ Trust Prize for Nonfic*on and winner of the Trillium Book 
Award, and Unearthing (2023), winner of the Governor General’s Literary Award for Nonfic*on. Kyo 
holds a doctorate in Environmental Humani*es and teaches wri*ng at the University of Guelph Crea*ve 
Wri*ng MFA and Humber School for Writers. She is an editor-at-large with Tundra Books/Penguin 
Random House Canada and recipient of the 2023 Vicky Metcalf Award for Young People for her body of 
work. She lives in Tkaronto/Toronto, on the tradi*onal territories of the Mississaugas of the New Credit, 
the Haudenosaunee, Mé*s, and the Huron-Wendat. 
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See our website for more informa*on www.sunshinecoasteldercollege.ca 


