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Books

Abdullah II, King of Jordan. Our Last Best Chance: The 
Pursuit of Peace in a Time of Peril. New York: Viking, 
2011. Call# 956.95044092 ABDU (Sechelt Library)

The eldest son of Jordan's King Hussein, the author had 
not expected to ascend to the throne; his father's brother 
had long been crown prince. But he was chosen by the 
king on his deathbed. Both a memoir and a frank 
discussion of how to solve problems in the Middle East.

Aspden, Rachel. Generation revolution: on the front line 
between tradition and change in the Middle East. First 
American hardcover edition. New York: Other Press, 
2016. Call# 962.05 ASPD (Sechelt Library)

Generation Revolution unravels the complex forces 
shaping the lives of four young Egyptians on the eve and 
in the aftermath of the Arab Spring, and what their stories 
mean for the future of the Middle East.

Baer, Robert. The Devil We Know: Dealing with the New 
Iranian Superpower. 1st ed. New York: Crown Publishers, 
2008. Call# 955.054 BAER (Sechelt Library)

Baer’s on-the-ground sleuthing and interviews with key 
Middle East players—everyone from an Iranian ayatollah 
to the king of Bahrain to the head of Israel’s internal 
security—paint a picture of the centuries-old Shia nation 
that is starkly the opposite of the one normally drawn. For 
example, Iran’s hate-spouting President Ahmadinejad is by 
no means the true spokesman for Iranian foreign policy, 
nor is Iran making it the highest priority to become a 
nuclear player.
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Bernstein, William J. The delusions of crowds: why people 
go mad in groups. First edition. New York: Atlantic 
Monthly Press, 2021. Call#302.17 BERN (Sechelt)

Inspired by Charles Mackay’s 19th-century classic 
Memoirs of Extraordinary Popular Delusions and the 
Madness of Crowds, Bernstein engages with mass delusion 
with the same curiosity and passion, but armed with the 
latest scientific research that explains the biological, 
evolutionary, and psychosocial roots of human 
irrationality. Bernstein tells the stories of dramatic 
religious and financial mania in western society over the 
last 500 years—from the Anabaptist Madness that afflicted 
the Low Countries in the 1530s to the dangerous End-
Times beliefs that animate ISIS and pervade today’s 
polarized America

Bhutto, Benazir. Reconciliation : Islam, democracy, and 
the West. New York: HarperCollins, 2008. Call# 
954.91052 BHUT (Sechelt Library)

In Reconciliation, Bhutto recounts in gripping detail her 
final months in Pakistan and offers a bold new agenda for 
how to stem the tide of Islamic radicalism and to 
rediscover the values of tolerance and justice that lie at the 
heart of her religion. She speaks out not just to the West 
but also to the Muslims across the globe. Bhutto presents 
an image of modern Islam that defies the negative 
caricatures often seen in the West. After reading this book, 
it will become even clearer what the world has lost by her 
assassination

Boyne, Walter J. The Yom Kippur War and the airlift that 
saved Israel. New York: St. Martin’s Griffin, 2003. Call# 
956.048 BOYN (Sechelt Library)

The Yom Kippur War is a spellbinding chronicle of the 
international chess game that was played out in October 
1973. It is a story of diplomacy and military might that 
accounts for many of the dilemmas faced in the present-
day Middle East.
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Bunton, Martin P. The Palestinian-Israeli conflict: a very 
short introduction. First edition. Oxford, England: Oxford 
University Press, 2013. Call# 956.94 BUNT (Gibsons 
Library)

In this accessible and stimulating Very Short Introduction, 
Martin Bunton clearly explains the history of the problem, 
reducing it to its very essence - a modern territorial contest 
between two nations and one geographical territory. Adopting a 
fresh and original approach, each section covers a twenty-year 
span, to highlight the historical complexity of the conflict 
throughout successive decades...Providing a clear and fair 
exploration of the main issues, Bunton explores not only the 
historical basis of the conflict, but also looks at how and why 
partition has been so difficult and how efforts to restore peace 
continue today.

Carter, Jimmy. Palestine Peace Not Apartheid. New York: 
Simon & Schuster, 2006. Call# 956.04 CART (Sechelt 
Library, Gibsons Library)

In this book, President Carter shares his intimate knowledge of 
the history of the Middle East and his personal experiences with 
the principal actors, and he addresses sensitive political issues 
many American officials avoid. Pulling no punches, Carter 
prescribes steps that must be taken for the two states to share 
the Holy Land without a system of apartheid or the constant 
fear of terrorism.

Cramer, Richard Ben. How Israel Lost: The Four 
Questions. New York, NY: Simon & Schuster, 2004. Call# 
956.05 CRAM (Sechelt Library)

Cramer illustrates how Israel is losing her soul by 
maintaining her occupation of the lands conquered in the 
Six Day War. Israel has become a victim of that 
occupation no less than the Palestinians, who must have a 
nation of their own. Both his observations and argument 
are drawn with startling clarity, informed by the fierce and 
fearless reporting that won him the Pulitzer Prize for 
Middle East coverage.
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Dallaire, Roméo, and Jessica Dee Humphreys. The peace: 
a warrior’s journey. Toronto: Random House Canada, a 
division of Penguin Random House Canada Limited, 2024. 
Call# 327.172 DALL (Sechelt Library, Gibsons 
Library)

In The Peace...Dallaire shows us a path...to what he calls 
“the peace,” a state where, above all else, humanity values 
the ties that bind us and the planet together—and acts 
accordingly. This book is the cri de coeur of a warrior who 
has been to hell and back and hopes to help guide us to a 
better place.

Dyer, Gwynne. Don’t panic: ISIS, terror and today’s 
Middle East. Toronto: Random House Canada, 2015. 
Call# 956.054 DYER (Sechelt Library)

In Don't Panic, Dyer first explains why the Middle East 
has become the global capital of terrorism. He then 
examines how terrorist organisations in the Arab world 
have evolved over time, with particular emphasis on the 
events of the past fifteen years and the current situation in 
Syria and Iraq.

———. The mess they made: the Middle East after Iraq. 
Toronto: Emblem, McClelland and Stewart, 2007. Call# 
956.054 DYER (Sechelt Library)

In The Mess They Made, Dyer predicts that the Middle 
East will go through the biggest shake up since the region 
was conquered and folded into the Ottoman Empire five 
centuries ago...In his trademark vivid prose, and in 
arguments as clear as his research is thorough, Dyer brings 
his considerable knowledge and understanding of the 
region to bear on the issue of how widespread the 
meltdown in the Middle East will likely be.
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Fisk, Robert. The great war for civilisation: the conquest 
of the Middle East. 1st Vintage books ed., February 2007. 
New York: Vintage, 2007. Call# 956.04 FISK (Sechelt 
Library, Gibsons Library)

Reaching back into the long history of invasion, 
occupation and colonization in the region, Robert Fisk sets 
forth information in a way that makes clear how a history 
of injustice "has condemned the Middle East to war." He 
lays open the role of the West in the seemingly endless 
strife and warfare in the region, traces the growth of the 
West's involvement and influence there over the past one 
hundred years, and outlines the West's record of support 
for some of the most ruthless leaders in the Middle East.

Haass, Richard. A world in disarray: American foreign 
policy and the crisis of the old order. New York: Penguin 
Books, 2017. Call# 327.73009 HAAS /327.73 HAAS
(Sechelt Library, Gibsons Library)

In A World in Disarray, Haass argues for an updated 
global operating system—call it world order 2.0—that 
reflects the reality that power is widely distributed and that 
borders count for less...Haass also details how the U.S. 
should act towards China and Russia, as well as in Asia, 
Europe, and the Middle East. He suggests, too, what the 
country should do to address its dysfunctional politics, 
mounting debt, and the lack of agreement on the nature of 
its relationship with the world

Hammad, Isabella. Recognizing the stranger: on Palestine 
and narrative. Toronto, Ontario: Alfred A. Knopf Canada, 
2024. Call# 956.053 HAMM (Gibsons Library)

From the award-winning novelist of The Parisian and 
Enter Ghost comes an outstanding essay on the Palestinian 
struggle and the power of narrative. Nine days before 
October 7, 2023, award-winning author Isabella Hammad 
delivered the Edward W. Said Memorial Lecture at 
Columbia University. The text of Hammad's seminal 
speech and her afterword, written in the early weeks of 
2024, together make up a searing appraisal of the war on 
Palestine during what seems a turning point in the 
narrative of human history.
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Kerbaj, Richard. The secret history of the Five Eyes: the 
untold story of the International Spy Network. First 
Canadian edition. Toronto: HarperCollins Publishers Ltd, 
2025. Call# 327.12 KERB (Sechelt Library)

The Secret History of The Five Eyes, is a riveting and 
exclusive narrative of the most powerful and least 
understood intelligence alliance, which has been steeped in 
secrecy since its formation in 1956. Richard Kerbaj, 
bypasses the usual censorship channels to tell the 
definitive account of authoritative but unauthorised stories 
of the Western world's most powerful but least known 
intelligence alliance made up of the US, Britain, Australia, 
Canada, and New Zealand.

Marshall, Tim. “Chapter 6 - The Middle East.” In 
Prisoners of geography: ten maps that explain everything 
about the world. New York, New York: Scribner, 2015. 
Call# 320.12 MARS (Sechelt Library)

All leaders are constrained by geography. Their choices 
are limited by mountains, rivers, seas and concrete. Yes, to 
understand world events you need to understand people, 
ideas and movements - but if you don't know geography, 
you'll never have the full picture...To understand the 
Middle East, it is crucial to know that geography is the 
reason why countries have logically been shaped as they 
are - and this is why invented countries (e.g. Syria, Iraq, 
Libya) will not survive as nation states.

Masalha, Nur. Palestine: A four thousand year history. 
London: I.B. Tauris, 2022. Call# 956.94 MASA (Sechelt 
Library)

This rich and magisterial work traces Palestine's millennia-
old heritage, uncovering cultures and societies of 
astounding depth and complexity that stretch back to the 
very beginnings of recorded history...Nur Masalha 
explores how Palestine and its Palestinian identity have 
evolved over thousands of years, from the Bronze Age to 
the present day. Drawing on a rich body of sources and the 
latest archaeological evidence, Masalha shows how 
Palestine's multicultural past has been distorted and 
mythologised by Biblical lore and the Israel-Palestinian 
conflict.
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McHugo, John. Syria: A history of the last hundred years. 
New York: The New Press, 2015. Call# 956.9104 MCHU 
(Gibsons Library)

Charts the history of Syria from World War I to the 
present, documenting the nation's attempts at 
independence, the consequences of the Cold War and the 
Arab-Israeli conflicts, the rise of ISIS, and the rule of the 
Assad regimes.

Morell, Michael J., and Bill Harlow. The great war of our 
time: the CIA’s fight against terrorism-- from al Qa’ida to 
ISIS. First edition. New York: Twelve, 2015. Call# 
363.325 MORE (Gibsons Library)

THE GREAT WAR OF OUR TIME offers an 
unprecedented assessment of the CIA while at the forefront 
of our nation's war against al-Qa'ida and during the most 
remarkable period in the history of the Agency. Called the 
"Bob Gates of his generation," Michael Morell is a top 
CIA officer who saw it all--the only person with President 
Bush on 9/11/01 and with President Obama on 5/1/11 
when Usama Bin Laden was brought to justice.

Napoleoni, Loretta. The Islamist phoenix: the Islamic State 
and the redrawing of the Middle East. New York: Seven 
Stories Press, 2014. Call# 956.05 NAPO (Sechelt 
Library)

The rise to prominence of the Islamic State (IS)—now 
dominating Middle Eastern politics—is explained in 
revealing detail by economist and bestselling author 
Loretta Napoleoni. The Islamist Phoenix: Islamic State and 
the Redrawing of the Middle East (Seven Stories Press, 
11/2/14 E-book; 12/2/14 paperback original) illuminates 
the singularity and modernity of IS and describes its 
strength and its appeal in an increasingly destabilized 
Middle East.
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Oren, Michael B. Six days of war: June 1967 and the 
making of the modern Middle East. 1st Presidio Press ed. 
New York: Ballantine Books, 2003. Call # 956.046 
OREN (Sechelt Library)

Michael B. Oren's Six Days of War is the most 
comprehensive history ever published of this dramatic and 
pivotal event... Oren spotlights all the participants--Arab, 
Israeli, Soviet, and American--telling the story of how the 
war broke out and of the shocking ways it unfolded. 
Drawing on thousands of top-secret documents, on rare 
papers in Russian and Arabic, and on exclusive personal 
interviews, Six Days of War recreates the regional and 
international context which, by the late 1960s, virtually 
assured an Arab-Israeli conflagration.
Rogers, Paul. Irregular war: ISIS and the new threat from 
the margins. London: I.B. Tauris & Co. Ltd, 2016. Call # 
320.557 ROGE (Gibsons Library)

ISIS, Al Qaeda, Boko Haram, Al Shabab, the Taliban are 
all separate manifestations of a new non-state dynamic 
which has begun to drive international conflict and which 
now represents a new form of asymmetric and hybrid 
warfare. In this important and original new analysis, Paul 
Rogers, the distinguished global security specialist, 
provides a much-needed account of the rise of such global 
terrorist movements from the margins and presents a new 
argument as troubling as it is compelling: if the rise of ISIS 
can overthrow powerful states in a matter of weeks, what 
kind of a secure future can the world expect?

Saleh, Yassin al-Haj, and Robin Yassin-Kassab. The 
impossible revolution: making sense of the Syrian tragedy. 
Chicago, Illinois: Haymarket Books, 2017. Call# 956.91 
SALE (Gibsons Library)

This first book in English by Yassin Al-Haj Saleh, the 
intellectual voice of the Syrian revolution, describes with 
precision and fervor the events that led to the Syrian 
uprising of 2011--the metamorphosis of the popular 
revolution into a regional war and the "three monsters" 
Saleh sees "treading on Syria's corpse": the Assad regime 
and its allies, ISIS and other jihadists, and the West...Saleh 
argues that the emancipatory, democratic mass movement 
that ignited the revolution still exists, though it is beset on 
all sides.
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Stern, Jessica, and J. M. Berger. ISIS: the state of terror. 
First edition. New York, N.Y.: Ecco Press, an imprint of 
HarperCollins Publishers, 2015. Call# 363.325 STER
(Gibsons Library)

ISIS: The State of Terror traces the ideological innovations 
that the group deploys to recruit unprecedented numbers of 
Westerners, the composition of its infamous snuff videos, 
and the technological tools it exploits on social media to 
broadcast its atrocities, and its recruiting pitch to the 
world, including its success at attracting thousands of 
Western adherents...The authors offer a much-needed 
perspective on how world leaders should prioritize and 
respond to ISIS’s deliberate and insidious provocations. 

Warrick, Joby. Black Flags: The Rise of ISIS. First edition. 
New York, New York: Doubleday, 2015. Call# 956.9104 
WARR (Gibsons Library)

When he succeeded his father in 1999, King Abdullah of 
Jordan released a batch of political prisoners in the hopes 
of smoothing his transition to power. Little did he know 
that among those released was Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, a 
man who would go on to become a terrorist mastermind 
too dangerous even for al-Qaeda and give rise to an 
Islamist movement bent on dominating the Middle 
East...Drawing on unique access to CIA and Jordanian 
sources, Joby Warrick weaves together heart-pounding, 
moment-by-moment operational details with overarching 
historical perspectives to reveal the long trajectory of 
today's most dangerous Islamic extremist threat.

Wood, Graeme. The Way of the Strangers: Encounters 
with the Islamic State. New York: Random House, 2017. 
Call# 956.05 WOOD (Sechelt Library, Gibsons 
Library)

This is an intimate journey into the minds of the Islamic 
State's true believers. From the streets of Cairo to the 
mosques of London, Wood interviews supporters, 
recruiters, and sympathizers of the group. Wood speaks 
with non-Islamic State Muslim scholars and jihadists, and 
explores the group's idiosyncratic, coherent approach to 
Islam. Through character study and analysis, Wood 
provides a clear-eyed look at a movement that has inspired 
so many people to abandon or uproot their families.
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Wright, Robin B. Dreams and Shadows: The Future of the 
Middle East. New York: Penguin Press, 2007. Call# 
956.054 WRIG (Gibsons Library)

With a solid, thirty-five-year background in Middle East 
reporting, Ms. Wright offers an extraordinary tour of this 
volatile and restless region--the ideas and movements 
driving change across the region, the obstacles facing the 
transformation of the Middle East, and the players and 
events in Iraq, Iran, Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Morocco, 
Turkey, the Gulf states, and the Palestinian territories--that 
translate into a coherent vision of what lies ahead.
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Magazines

BBC History, 2023-2025 (Sechelt Library)
Also available electronically via the Libby App

Smithsonian Magazine takes you on a journey through history, 
science, world culture and technology with breathtaking images 
from around the world

The Economist, 2024-2025. (Sechelt Library, Gibsons 
Library)

The Economist provides weekly coverage of world events, 
including a section focussed on the Middle East & Africa.

Guardian Weekly, 2024-2025 (Sechelt Library, Gibsons 
Library)
Also available electronically via the Libby App

The Guardian Weekly is a compact magazine that's brimming 
with in-depth articles handpicked from the Guardian’s award-
winning journalism. It covers global news, long reads, lifestyle 
and culture, opinion and more

Harper's Magazine, 2023-2025 (Sechelt Library, Gibsons 
Library)
Also available electronically via the Libby App

With its emphasis on fine writing and original thought Harper’s 
provides readers with a unique perspective on politics, society, 
the environment, and culture.
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Documentaries on DVD

5 broken cameras. Videorecording. Full screen and 
Widescreen. New York: Kino Lorber Edu : Distributed by 
Kino Lorber, Inc, 2012. Call#: DVD 956.94054 FIVE 
(Sechelt Library) 

5 Broken Cameras is a deeply personal, first hand-account of 
non-violent resistance in Bil'in, a West Bank village threatened 
by encroaching Israeli settlements. Shot almost entirely by 
Palestinian farmer Emad Burnat, who bought his first camera 
in 2005 to record the birth of his youngest son, the footage was 
later given to Israeli co-director Guy Davidi to edit.

Hell and Back Again. Videorecording. New York: 
Docurama Films : Distributed by New Video, 2011. Call#: 
DVD 958.1047 HELL (Sechelt Library)

From his embed with US Marines Echo Company in 
Afghanistan*, photojournalist and filmmaker Danfung Dennis 
reveals the devastating impact a Taliban machine-gun bullet 
has on the life of 25-year-old Sergeant Nathan Harris.

*Not technically Middle East, but still relevant.
Iraq in fragments. Videorecording. [Seattle, Wash.] : 
Toronto: Typecast Releasing, 2007. Call#: DVD 956.704431 
IRAQ (Sechelt Library)

A fatherless 11-year-old is apprenticed to the domineering 
owner of a Baghdad garage; Sadr followers in two Shiite cities 
rally for regional elections while enforcing Islamic law at the 
point of a gun; a family of Kurdish farmers welcomes the U.S. 
presence, which has allowed them a measure of freedom 
previously denied.

Last men in Aleppo. Dvd. United States: Grasshopper Film, 
2018. Call#: DVD 956.9 LAST (Gibsons Library) 

Academy Award nominee for Best Documentary Feature, 
Syrian filmmaker Feras Fayyad's breathtaking work--a searing 
example of boots-on-the-ground reportage--follows the efforts 
of the internationally recognized White Helmets, an 
organization consisting of ordinary citizens who are the first to 
rush towards military strikes and attacks in the hope of saving 
lives.


