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TOPICS TO BE COVERED
• Field Guides

• Internet Resources

• Macaulay Library

• Xeno-Canto sound library

• Listing Apps – eBird/iNaturalist

• Equipment

• Binoculars

• Scopes

• Recording/Playback Devices

• Identification  Process



Books



Smartphone Field Guides



Internet Resources
• Xeno-Canto sound library 

• https://www.xeno-canto.org



Internet Resources
• Macaulay Library/eBird    https://search.macaulaylibrary.org/catalog



Listing Apps

• eBird      eBird.org



Listing Apps

iNaturalist



Equipment

• Binoculars 
https://www.peleewings.ca/inventory/
listings/optics?department=5

• 8.5X   or 10X

• $ à $$$



Equipment

• Scopes   
https://www.peleewings.ca/inventory/
listings/optics?department=6

• Straight or angled

• $ à $$$



Equipment

• Tripods/heads    
https://www.peleewings.ca/inventory/
listings/optics?department=40

• Weight considerations

• Use for scope or scope + camera



Equipment

• Recording/Playback 
Devices
• iPhone

• USB speaker

• Ethics





IDENTIFICATION PROCESS
• TOPOGRAPHY – NAMES FOR THE PARTS OF A BIRD

• SIZE

• RELATIVE TO ANOTHER BIRD/OBJECT

• OVERALL COLOUR

• HEAD SHAPE/PATTERNS/SILHOUETTES

• WING SHAPE/COLOUR

• UNDERSIDE COLOUR/PATTERNS

• STANCE

• FLIGHT PATTERNS

• HABITAT



• HABITAT 

• TOPOGRAPHY

• SIZE

• RELATIVE TO ANOTHER BIRD/OBJECT

• OVERALL COLOUR

• HEAD SHAPE/PATTERNS/SILHOUETTES

• WING SHAPE/COLOUR

• UNDERSIDE COLOUR/PATTERNS

• STANCE

• FLIGHT PATTERNS

IDENTIFICATION PROCESS



THE LANGUAGE



(LACK OF) COLOUR



COLOUR



SEXUAL 
DIMORPHISM







LIGHT EFFECTS 





Float Level



SIZE COMPARISONS



RELATIVE SIZE



SIZE GREATER & LESSER YELLOWLEGS



PERCH POSITION & SILHOUETTES









FLIGHT PATTERNS & PROFILES



FLIGHT PATTERNS & PROFILES



HOW TO DESCRIBE THE LOCATION OF A BIRD

Distance – near/far

Tree type or species
evergreen?
deciduous?
snag?

On the horizon

Below/above/within
the clouds

12-Hour Clock

12

9 3

6



SUMMARY

1 – Majority of IDs can be made by close
examination of: 

- head shape & colour patterns
- bill shape & colour 

2 – Habitat determines your species mix: you 
won’t find a Sandpiper in Kinnikinnick Park!   

3 – For learning vocalizations, start with the   
common species, and for migrants, start early 
in the spring

4 – Get it to family. 




